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tlio phrenic; in large amounts an action similar to that of curarino occurs. 
Lastly, andromedotoxin was found to affect tho motor nerves in such a way 
that, Although they react normally to tho electrical and tho will impulse, 
they quickly are paralyzed after a short, Btrong irritation, hut this paralysis 
disappears after a short rest. Respiratory disturbances are, however, duo to 
centric causes In non-fatal doses; with fatal ones there Is exhaustion of tho 
respiratory centre .—Archiv fur cxpcrimcntcllc Pathologic one/ Pharmalologic, 
1902, vol. xlvll. I>. 209. 

Treatment of Sciatica.—Dn. Tjiiem.ement presents a parallel series of 
observations on the valuo of extradural injections of physiological salt solu* 
tion and of coeaino in tho treatment of sciatica, to tho former of which tho 
preference is given. In the injections of cocaine, nmesthesin is not produced 
in every caso; pain usually disappears for from two to threo days. Tho 
action of salt solution has given apparently similar results which wero moro 
lasting.— Yhhc dc Paris, 1001, No. 033. 
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Rotroporltoneal Hamatoma.— Wai.dstein (Ccntralblaltfilr GymUologic, 
No. 24, 1902) reports tho case of a nullipara, aged twcnly-soven years, who 
had menstruated normally sinco tho ago of fifteen. Two years before aho 
had a blow in tho abdomen, followed by faintness and anremia, and tho 
appearnneo of a tumor tho sizo of an orange. Frequent attacks of perL 
tonitia followed, with a gradual iucreaso in tho swelling. On admission to 
tho hospital aho presented a fluctuating tumor as largo as a man's head, 
occupying tho left side of tho abdomen and filling tho pelvic inlet. Tym* 
panillc resonance was noted over tho tumor. Tho diagnosis of ovarian cyst 
with twisted pedicle was made, hut on opening tho abdomen tho enlarge- 
merit was found to bo retroperitoneal and to have no connection with tho 
pelvic organs, but was recognized as an hrcmatocclo of perirenal origin. 
Drainage was established after removal of tho mass and tho patient mado a 
good recovery. 

Arteriosclerosis as a Cause of Metrorrhagia.-OnunK {Centralbfolt fur 
Qynakologie, No. 25, 1902) describes tho microscopic appearances of two 
uteri removed for obstinato hemorrhage. Ho found an cxcessivo develop¬ 
ment of tho connective tissuo in tho walls of tho uterus, as well as In their 
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immediate) neighborhood, and Infer* that the blood escaped per rheiln. He 
tvaa unable to find any evidence of rupture of capillary walls, although old 
and recent collections of blood were often found throughout the uterine 
tissue. The diagnosis of this condition can ho made only by exclusion. The 
material removed by curettement gives no clow to it. The writer holds that 
vaginal hysterectomy is clearly Indicated in cases which resist all milder 
methods of treatment, atmokausia being uncertain In Its results. 

Abdominal Hystorectomy for Cancer.—nbnum.EPr (Ctnlralblall fir 
(tymdohtjit, No. 20,1902) begins a clinical lccturo on the radical operation 
with tho statement that five years should bo allowed to elapse before a caso 
Is reported as cured. Ho cites tho statistics of tho Tubingen clinic for fivo 
years, In which ldl cases of total extirpation are recorded, with a mortality 
of Id’ per cent.; 38 per cent, remained free from recurrence, 15 per cent, 
after tho lapso of llrree years. 

Tho writer epeaka highly of Wertheimer a method of radical abdominal 
extirpation, and reports twenty-six cases operated upon by him since Janu¬ 
ary of the present year, twenty patients surviving. Ho regards necrosis of 
tho ureters as a real danger when they are denuded to a considerable extent. 
As regards tho removal of glands, iio notes that thin was dono In eighteen 
cases, cancerous Infiltration being certainly observed In seven. Hardness of 
a gland, lie believes, asido from Increase in sire, Is a reliable criterion of 
infection. One must always fear that Impalpable foci of disease in tho 
lymph vessels and nodo have been overlooked. Probably in only one-third 
of tho eases can infected glands bo recognized and removed, which are 
always so situated that tl.oy could not bo reached per vaginam. Tho writer 
concludes that tills difficult and dangerous operation olfcrs too llttlo pros¬ 
pect of a radical euro to justify resort to It simply to prolong life. 

Oil Enomata.—PuaiNKU.l (MnlUinitche ITooAfii., No. 45, 1901) uses a quart 
of sweet oil In a three-necked llask, with one neck of which a vessel or water 
Is connected, tho pressure of which forces out tho oil. The following indi¬ 
cations for this treatment are recognized: Chronic constipation, especially 
when occurring in connection witli membranous enteritis. In cases of neo¬ 
plasm of tho largo Intestine, especially cancer, accompanied by colicky pains 
and tho passago of blood nnd mucus, oil injections glvo great relief where 
tho question of operative intervention cannot be entertained. In recurrent 
appendicitis tho writer finds this treatment excellent; also In the first stage 
in acute cases to relievo painful peristalsis nnd to clear the Intestines of 
fecal masses. Obstinate constipation In women, accompanying cntcroptosls, 
ylolds better to oil injections than to laxatives. 

Treatment of Oongonltal Antefleilon.-Ai.KXANWtOFF (Frautnant, 
Heft 193) describes tho following operation for tho relief of dysmenorrhrea 
duo to congenital anteflexion: Tho os externum Is drawn apart with two 
pairs of bullet-forceps, while an incision is carried downward along tho ante¬ 
rior vaginal wall, beginning at tho porlio. Tho cervix is dissected ofT as In 
vaginal hysterectomy as high ns tho os internum, is then split, and each 
half is sutured to tiro edgo of tho vaginal wound on either side, in such a 



